
  

EIGHTH GRADE 

STUDENT CLASSES 

2020-2021 
 

STUDENT NAME _________________________________________ 
 

 

 ▢ 4058    English 8    ▢ Adv ELA 1118    Advanced English 8 

▢ 5410    American History 8    9864    Advanced Literature 8 

 ▢ 5062    Earth Science 8   ▢ 1158    Advanced American History 8 

 ▢ 9863    Literature 8    ▢ 5068    Advanced Earth Science 8 

▢ 1128    Math 8 (pre-algebra)  ▢ 4720    Algebra I 8   

    

        

LIFE LINK CLASSES: 

Life Link classes are elective classes designed to enhance student learning, giving students an opportunity to 

explore a variety of interests.  While our goal is to provide students with their top 4 choices, those choices 

are not guaranteed. To ensure the best chance to receive all 4 of your choices turn in your enrollment paper 

completed and on time to your grade level counselor.    

  

Select the following classes you would like to take, ranking them 1-14, in order of your preference: 

All life link classes except for band will be a semester long. 

 

Yes▢ 2933 Band (year, previous band required)  _____8650 FACS  

_____2958 Choir (▢ semester OR ▢ year)   _____8002 Computer Robotics 

_____2818 Art       _____9696 Computer 8   

_____2820 Advanced Art      _____9868 STEM     

_____4348 General Music     _____9691 Spanish I 

_____4351 Play Production Musical (Fall)    _____9862 Film Appreciation 8 

_____9601 Play Production Non Musical (Spring)  _____9758 Agriculture Explorations (year) 

_____3327/3328 Girls/Boys Physical Education  

   

*9852 Math Mania                   *7057 Literacy Support 

*These classes may be substituted for a Life Link class, depending on student’s State Test scores and 

classroom progress in reading and math. 

 

ATHLETICS:  Athletics meet in varied locations. Parents are responsible for transportation from the 

specified location to home.  Parents are also responsible for getting a physical for their child at the beginning 

of each school year.  If a student is not passing all subjects enrolled in at the end of the week, he/she will be 

placed on probation for the next one-week period.  If a student is failing one or more classes at the end of 

their probationary one-week period, they will be ineligible to participate during the next one-week period. 

 

FALL     WINTER    SPRING  

 

 ▢ 1047 & 1048 Football     ▢ 1063 & 1064 Wrestling  ▢ 1060 & 1062 B/G Track         

▢ 3331 B/G Cross Country     ▢ 1051 & 1052 Boys Basketball ▢ 1058 & 1059 B/G Tennis 

▢ 1056 & 1057 Off Sea Tennis ▢ 1054 & 1055 Girls Basketball ▢ 1049 & 1050 Boys Baseball 

▢ 3318 Girls Softball   ▢ 1056 & 1057 Off Sea Tennis ▢ 1066 & 1067 B/G Golf 

▢ 9858 Girls Volleyball       ▢ 9720 Off Sea Wrestling            

          ▢ 9054 & 9055 Girls Soccer     

          ▢ 9050 & 9051 Boys Soccer                                                                

 



  

SHAWNEE MIDDLE SCHOOL 
EIGHTH GRADE COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 

REQUIRED CLASSES 

  ENGLISH 8  Eighth-grade English covers grammar, composition and literature.  A comprehensive study of 

grammar is presented according to the departmental goals set forth for eighth-grade study.  Composition involves 

knowledge of correct grammar, usage, and the different modes of writing.  Basic skills in literature are taught. 
 

LITERATURE 8  This course combines writing, grammar, reading, and visual literacy.  Students will apply a 

wide range of strategies to comprehend, interpret, evaluate, appreciate, and respond to a variety of texts.  Students will 

also demonstrate critical thinking skills in listening & speaking. 
 

AMERICAN HISTORY 8  This course is a comprehensive examination of America’s past, beginning with 

the colonial period.  Areas of emphasis will include the formation of the government and its key documents, events 
relating to the freedom of the nation, westward expansion, and America’s role in international events, and its cultural 

diversity. 

 
EARTH SCIENCE 8  This course will build upon the Science processes and Inquiry Skills that have been 

introduced and taught at lower grade levels.  Students will also receive instruction in the content areas of physical, life, 

and earth/space science. 

 
 MATH 8 (PRE-ALGEBRA)  This course will continue to help students learn to generalize (algebra), think 

spatially (geometry), and reason using probability and statistics to meet the Oklahoma Academic Standards which are 

developed around four main content areas: Algebraic reasoning and Algebra, number and operations, Geometry and 
measurement, and data analysis and probability. Students will be expected to reason mathematically, develop strategies 

to problem-solve, develop conceptual understanding, develop procedural fluency, communicate mathematically, 

develop the ability to make conjectures, and develop a positive mathematical disposition. 

 
-OR- 

 

 ALGEBRA I  (This course is the student's first grade on his/her high school transcript!)  This course is 
offered for students who have successfully completed pre-algebra or an equivalent course.  Students are expected to be 

proficient in integers, fractions, decimals, percentages, solving one and two step equations and graphing.  Both 

developmental maturity and mathematical maturity play important roles in readiness for algebra.  The four main areas 
of study for algebra are Number and operations, Algebraic reasoning and Algebra, Functions, and data and probability.  

Students will be expected to reason mathematically, develop strategies to problem-solve, develop conceptual 

understanding, develop procedural fluency, communicate mathematically, develop the ability to make conjectures, and 

develop a positive mathematical disposition.  Concepts covered include solving multi-step equations and inequalities, 
fractional equations, absolute value equations, radical expressions and equations, solving linear equations, finding the 

slope of a line, finding the intercepts of a line, domain and range, solving systems of equations, function notation and 

usage, function transformations, polynomial expressions and calculations, and data interpretation. 
 

 ADVANCED CLASSES/ENGLISH, LITERATURE, AMERICAN HISTORY, EARTH SCIENCE 8  

These classes will include all aspects of non-honors classes with the addition of research projects and more in-depth 
study, much of which will be done outside of class.  Tests and quizzes will be more rigorous.  Students are expected to 

work independently, so they must be self-motivated.  All Honor students will be required to participate in a research 

project. 

  

 

 

 

 

LIFE LINKS CLASSES 

 



  

ART 8 Students will create original works of 2 and 3 dimensional art using a variety of media and subject 
matter as well as learn visual art terms, elements and principles of design, and the development of visual art from a 

historical and cultural perspective.   

 

ADVANCED ART Designed to provide students who are interested in furthering their art education with 
opportunities to do so beyond the regular art classes, through more extensive projects as well as a field trip.  The 

program will have a wide range of activities related to the elements and principles of design.  Students will create 

original works of 2 and 3 dimensional art using a variety of media and subject matter as well as visual art terms and the 
development of visual art from a historical and cultural perspective. 

 

AGRICULTURE EXPLORATIONS (year long) This course is an introductory course designed to expose 
students to different facets of FFA and the agriculture industry. Students will gain knowledge in animal science, plant 

science, leadership skills, public speaking, FFA opportunities, and agricultural mechanics. Instruction and student 

learning will occur through lectures, student projects, group discussions, and hands-on experiences. 

 

BAND 8 (year long)  PREREQUISITE IS SEVENTH-GRADE BAND.  The eighth-grade Band is an 

advanced band class that allows the students to take everything they have learned thus far and apply it to more 

challenging musical literature. Students will have an opportunity to participate in honor bands and solo and ensemble 
festivals. This band will be attending contests and preparing for high school band.  INSTRUMENT REQUIRED  

 

CHOIR 8 This class builds on the skills and knowledge achieved in previous music classes.  Equipping the 
students with the ability to read music is an important goal of this class.  The class is performance-oriented, with 

several required performances throughout the year.    

 

COMPUTER 8 POWERPOINT – Slide show presentation:  Students will learn how to create a multimedia 
presentation for a specific audience.  WEB PAGE DESIGN – Students will plan, design, and create a functioning 

website.   

COMPUTER ROBOTICS will be a class focused on STEM foundations including Robotics, Technology, 
Engineering and Mechanics.  Students in this class will learn how to write computer program language and apply that 

knowledge to robots. 

 

FACS (FAMILY AND CONSUMER SCIENCE) 8 The goal of Family and Consumer Sciences (FACS) is 
to develop basic skills and a working knowledge of skills needed for life. 8th grade focuses on clothing and sewing, 

money management, recycling, personal safety, and careers. 

 

FILM APPRECIATION 8 This class takes a deeper look at the film industry and what it takes to actually 

make a movie.  From the history of film all the way to editing and computer graphics, we do an in depth look at this 

amazing art form. 
 

  GENERAL MUSIC 8 This class will focus on learning the basics of music history and music appreciation.  It 

will review some of the music theory concepts learned in previous music classes and add to those with more specific 

concepts and historical context.  Students will be involved in music activities including singing and playing 
instruments to reinforce the concepts being taught. 

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 8 Physical education is geared towards skills relating to lifetime recreational 
sports, games, and emphasis on total health and fitness. Good citizenship and sportsmanship are emphasized during all 

activities. A two-week unit of archery will be taught. Dressing out and participation is a requirement.  

 

PLAY PRODUCTION 8 The purpose is to work on all areas to produce the school plays.  We work year 

round to build sets, design costumes, collect props, and perform plays for both the student body and the public. 

 

SPANISH I This class offers a base in Spanish grammar, pronunciation, and reading of the Spanish language.  
Customs and traditions of the Spanish-speaking countries will be explored in this one-semester class. 

 

STEM (SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, ENGINEERING, AND MATH) 8: Medical Detectives  



  

Students take on the role of real-life medical detectives, collecting and analyzing medical data to diagnose 
disease. They solve medical mysteries through hands-on projects and labs, measure and interpret vital signs, dissect a 

sheep brain, investigate disease outbreaks, and explore how a breakdown within the human body can lead to 

dysfunction. In the second half of the course, students will have the opportunity to explore various technologies, 

including 3D printing, CAD applications, and woodworking tools. 
 

*ATHLETICS, depending on the sport, meet at different locations for practice.  Please be informed that 

PARENTS ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR TRANSPORTATION FROM THAT LOCATION TO HOME.  PARENTS 
ARE ALSO RESPONSIBLE FOR GETTING A PHYSICAL FOR THEIR STUDENT WITHIN THE FIRST WEEK 

OF SCHOOL.  Athletes who are not passing all subjects enrolled in at the end of a week during their season will be 

placed on probation for the next one-week period.  If a student is still failing one or more classes at the end of the 
probationary one-week period, that student will be ineligible to participate during the next one-week period. 


